Eine neue Welle im Klassenzimmer


Projektbeschreibung einer Literaturunterrichtseinheit





Nach mehrfachem konventionellen Behandeln des genannten Lehrstoffes und getreu einiger Maximen von Herrn Prof. H. Schwarz, wonach Literaturunterricht Grundlage für den Spracherwerb in der Sekundarstufe 2, aber auch Lebenshilfe für unsere jungen Menschen sowie obendrein noch Vergnügen (enjoyment) für Lehrer und Schüler bereiten soll und kann, entschloß ich mich in diesem Jahr, Morton Rhues Werk mit meinem Leistungskurs in Form eines Unterrichtsprojekts zu erarbeiten. Da die Ergebnisse auch von den Schülern positiv eingeschätzt werden, möchte ich einige Zeilen an weitere wagemutige Lehrer zu Papier bringen:


Nachdem ich die Schüler des Leistungskurses mit Auszügen aus Stanley Milgrams Versuchsbeschreibung durch Übersetzen neugierig gemacht hatte (The Milgram Experiment and ist Implications) besprach ich die Vorgehensweise und erläuterte die Aufgabenstellung (s. Hand-out, Anlage 1). Wichtig dabei war mir die Transparenz meiner Bewertungskriterien.


Nachdem wir Kapitel 1 gemeinsam als Test, ‘durchgespielt’ hatten, setzte kapitelweise die Erarbeitung durch die Schüler ein. (Dabei entwickelte sich geradezu ein Wetteifer um die originellsten inhaltlichen und methodischen Ideen, die auf den Hand-outs zumeist sehr exakt gestaltet wurden.) [s. Anlage 2,3,4] Ferner wurde festgelegt, simultan pro Seite 3 Vokabeln festzuhalten, die relevant für die Verständigung waren. Dies geschah in Eigenregie auf Gruppenbasis [Anlage 5,6,7].


Schließlich war als langfristige Aufgabe die Anfertigung eines Essays gefordert, dessen Thema selbst gewählt werden konnte, jedoch eine thematische Verbindung zum Inhalt der ‘Welle’ erkennen lassen mußte. 8 Schüler wählten die offenkundige Parallele zur deutschen Geschichte/totalitärer Staat� , 6 Schüler wählten das Thema Manipulation junger Menschen durch Sekten oder Peer Pressure, eine Schülerin sah die Schiene Demokratie-Totalitarismus und eine Schülerin hatte ehemalige au-pair Mädchen zur Situation an US High Schools in den 90er Jahren befragt und daraus das Thema ‘Friendships and Releationships at an American High School’ abgeleitet und erörtert �. Insgesamt ist mir der der Korrektur der Essays bereits die z.T. gute Beherrschung einiger Fertigkeiten in der Textproduktion von argumentativen Texten aufgefallen.





Weitere Optionen könnten das Befassen mit Goldhagens Hitler’s Willing Executioners, Knopf, 1996, sowie das Verarbeiten von Eindrücken nach dem Besuch der Wehrmachtsausstellung sein.





Wolfgang Möckel


Januar 1998
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Teaching the Wave





Approaches:








i. presentation of the single chapters (see overview)





prepare a hand-out the basis of which is necessary for your presentation, working with the course members and their learning effect:


possible methods:





	( comprehension question 


	( loud reading (checking of the pronunciation beforehand)


	( irregularities in speech: transformation into formal/informal


	( English/American English-British English)


	( exercise with gaps where new vocab has to be put in


	( revision of grammar (Reported Speech/Conditional Clauses)


	( dialoque playing: imitation/variation


	( roleplaying (principal-parents/principal-Ross/David-Laurie/parents/


	( Ross- the course members)


	( vocabulary to be learnt








ii. Evaluation/Discussion: Conformity and obedience - a report about Stanley Milgram’s theses: ........................





	Young people and sects........................................................................





	Totalitarian Movements and Democracy..............................................








iii. Overview about the presentation of the chapters
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The Wave








Chapter 10/11











Comprehension questions:





What is Ross amazed about?


What has changed in Roberts life since the beginning of The Wave?


Why do you think looks principle Owens less happy after Ross’s report than before?


Why should in Owen’s opinion the experiment be ended?


Why is Laurie concerned about The Wave?


What are the Wave members doing?


What’s the intention of Robert and does Ben agree?








New vocab:





tremor				shaking movement


to amaze			to surprise


to cheat				to treat unfairly


to chew somebody out		to speak angrily to somebody who has done something wrong


exaggeration			state which makes something more important than it really is


to draft				to select


impressionable			easy to influence


to bother doing something		to make the effort to do something


banner				flag


to backfire			to achieve the opposite of what was intended


notion				idea (also opinion)


withdraw			very quiet and shy


to be concerned for		to worry about


to assume			to accept as true without proof








Vocab exercise:





Put the new vocab into the gaps! Sometimes you have to use the noun or the verb of a given vocab!





Ben was................that Owens was in agood mood. He expected to be ................ by him.


Ben..................... slightly when he said that Christy had noticed an improvement in her classes. He only wanted Owens to calm down.


Principle Owens adviced Ross to stop the experiment because it involves young........................students.


When Laurie got the letter she could read that she shouldn’t ....................... looking for the writers name.


After Ross left the office of the principle he could see some students putting up a .........with the wave symbol.


Robert wanted to be Mr. Ross’s bodyguard because he ................................. him.


Ben was surprised that many Wave members......................................orders Ben had never given.
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The Wave


Chapter 7








What do you remember from chapter 7?





1. Laurie starts telling from The Wave because...





	( ... Mr. Ross earlier phone-call made her telling the whole story


	( ... she couldn’t stand her father’s talking about golf


	( ... she was remembered to The Wave by holding a shell at her ear and listening to the sea





2. Laurie’s mother, is she a supporter to the experiment?





	( ... no, she finds it too militaristic


	( ... yes, in her opinion Mr Ross teaches the pupils in his experiment how to cooperate


	( ... she thinks it’s the wrong way because the individual could get lost





3. Mr Saunders and David often talk about ...





	( ... the studies


	( ... old cars and how to launch them


	( ... science fiction films





4. Why was Christy a bit perplex when she came home?





	( ... the headmaster stood in the kitchen talking to Ben


	( ... the door was unlocked but Ben wasn’t at home


	( ... there was no cooking although it had been Ben’s turn





5. Does Ben want to continue the experiment?





	( ... he was so fascinated and wants to know what will happen further


	( ... he was unsure if or if not and asks his wife for some advice


	( ... he was unable to stop although he knew he had to bring the experiment to an end








Summary





Laurie means Mr Ross doesn’t manipulate them. He knew exactly what he does.�
The Saunders are having a talk in the dining room.�
Laurie’s father is a very easy-going person while her mother worries about everything.�
�



Mr Saunders only tells about his golf passion.�



Ben was again preoccupied with his history lesson.�



SCENE SWITCH�
�



Ben tells that the class is much better than before, they like decisions being made for them.�



Mr Saunders isn’t pleased with the experiment.�



Christy wondered how far Ben would push the experiment. He even hadn’t time to eat.�
�



Suddenly Laurie began to tell her parents from The Wave.�
But Mrs Saunders also worries that nobody will do things on her/his own. Mr Ross manipulates them.�



Mr Saunders thinks the experiment helps to cooperate.�
�



Mr Saunders changes the topic in speaking about David.�



Christy could forgive him not having cooked a meal.�



Although Laurie could talk to her mother for hours she was never let alone by her.�
�



New Vocab











perceptive	s.o. who notices or realizes things very quickly


astute		clever at understanding behaviour and situations


pick on s.o.	treat or speak to s.o. in an unpleasent way


appease		calm s.o. down


stubborn		not willingly to change one’s mind


keep up on	to continue


contagious	feeling or idea spreading around quickly among a group or people



















































































�Anlage 4





The Wave





Chapter 16











A: comprehension and creative working








1. in Principal Owens’s Office





1.1.	Please describe Ben Ross’s attitude to the WAVE now.


	And compare it with his opinion before.





1.2.	Find prases indicating Owens’s reaction to the “experiment”.





*help:	p 85 1 30 - p 86 1 25





TASK:	Prepare a short dialoge either between Owens and another teacher or Owens and a parent!	





2. in the history classroom





2.1.	Which reasons did Mr. Ross tell the students because of the WAVE rally?





2.2.	Describe the situation David and Laurie are in.





2.3.	What’s your opinion about Ross’s secret plan and the way he treated with the two pupils?�


*help:	p 86 1 33 - p 87 1 26





3. outside school





3.1.	Why did Laurie want David to remember the day this all started?





*help:	p 90











B: vocab





- complaint		trouble


- hell			opposite of sky/heaven


- gamble		risk


- straight		direct, honest


- resignation		formal statment of your intention to leave a job


- lab			short for laboratory


- morale			feeling of confidence


- doomed		certain to fail or be destroyed


- double-digit		any number from 10 to 99


- silmultaneously		at the same time	


- incredulous		unable to believe s.th.


- oblivious		not aware of s.th.


- to split			to leave


- to hug			to put your armes around

















C: vocab and contents in use





In the .......................Mr. Ross had an important and serious talk with Owens.


Owens: “I’m under a big ............. . Every day .................. and .................... come to me to eyplain their ............... , Ben. You are a .................. teacher but you have to stop this ....................... or I’m going to have to ask you for your ............... !”


Ross: “I’m going to teach the WAVE-members a ................. they will never .............. !”


He knew he was taking a .......................... .


In history class Ben told the students about the ................... in the ........................ at ...................... .


David and Laurie were ........................ about that.


Both ..................... school to go in the .................................. .


At first they thought Mr. Ross had tricked them to ........................ that they could not ........................ a further expansion of the WAVE, but then Laurie realized the plan of ............................ .
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The Wave





Wordlist until page 30














editor-on-chief		person responsible for a newspaper


perpetual		continuos, frequently repeated


staff			all workers employed in a business


to endure		to bear an unpleasant situation calmly


to cheer so. up		to make so. sad who was happy


to glare			to look angrily


to drive so. bananas	to drive so. crazy


maze			labyrinth


exaggeration		the process of making something larger, better, worse, etc.


to straggle in		to wander in one by one


senior class		the final one (i.e. 12th grade in an Am. hi.school)


lackadaisical		dreamy, easy-going


detention		punishment for student having to stay longer at school


to chuckle		to laugh quietly by yourself


optional			sth. that you can choose to do or not


emaciated		extremely thin and weak


to espouse		to support, to take over


menial			inferior, of low rank


to stack			to put on top of each other


stench			strong and very unpleasant smell


heinous			extremely evil


sheltered		protected


to be scared		to feel frightened


to pick on so		to treat so. unkindly


to bother		to worry, to trouble


to scowl			to show you are angry by frowning


frowning		to show anger or worry by bringing one’s eyebrows and making lines in the skin of 			one’s forehead


revulsion		strong feeling of dislike or disgust


dumbly			without saying anything


to graduate		to complete school successfully


to despise		to dislike strongly


true to form		typically, as to be expected


to shrug			to raise one’s shoulders slightly to express doubt or lack of interest


weird			strange, odd


preoccupied		very thoughtful


to be bummed out	to be very upset (slang)


to squash		to crush


to crush			to press or squeeze sth/sb hard. causing damage, injury or loss of shape


to grunt			to make a short low rough sound coming from deep in the 
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The Wave





Word List (page 31 to 53)











feeble-minded		unable to think or understand things properly


casual			informal


to ride on		to be under the influence of, to be affected by


to knock (coll.)		to criticise


to take to		to be attracted to; to like


to be forthcoming	to be given


fierce			strong, energetic


mesmerizing		fascinating, hypnotic


to be in for (coll.)	to be about to experience


to tantalize		to make so. feel hopeful; to taste


tempted 			attracted (by sth. you know you should avoid)


bond			feeling of shared friendship or belief that unites people


to be committed to 	to have decided to do sth. you really believe in; to be send to a psychiatric hospital


impact			force; influence, effect


pattern			image, picture


resurgence		reappearance and growth (e.g. of a feeling)


to overwhelm so.		to cause so. to feel helpless or astonished


jersey			pullover


to squash		to crush, to flatten


conceited		too proud of o.s.


locker 			small metal cupboard which you can keep your personal


belongings in		and lock with a key


to run			to be in charge of, to manage


semiconductor		substance used in electronics


easy-going		not easily annoyed or worried


worry-wart (AE)		person who worries a lot and often unnecessarily


to be into sth. (coll.)	to be interested in sth.


back-biting		the saying of unfriendly things about a person who is not present


to bicker		to quarrel about sth. unimportant


to appease		to make so. less upset, to calm so. down


stubborn			unwilling to change one’s mind


to wind up		to finish (up)


den			small, quiet room, often a study


match			partnership, relationship


to keep up on		to continue to do


contagious		affecting you easily, like a virus


guinea pig		person used in an experiment


sth. occurs to so.		so. realizes sth.


to tackle			to try to take the ball away from so. (in sports)


urge			strong desire


petty			small and unimportant


monitor			pupil with special duties


to monitor		to check


apparent			clear, obvious




















�Anlage 7








The Wave





Word List (Page 76-96)








to go overboard (coll.)			to go to extremes, to exaggerate


to smart					to suffer, to feel pain


to resign from sth. (( resignation)		to leave a club or job etc. (( formal statement of your intention to 					leave a job)


to strike sth. a serious blow		to weaken or hurt sth.


administrator				person whose job is to organize & oversee the business matters of 					an institution


momentum				force, drive


current					as adjective:


					1. of the present time; happening now


					2. in common or general use


					as noun:


					1. a movement of water or air flowing in a certain direction through 					a larger body of water or air


					2. (sing.) the flow of electricity through sth. or along a wire or a 					cable


					3. the course of events, opinions, etc.


to brew 					to boil or cook


pace					speed at which you walk


antagonistic				unfriendly, hostile


to rehash				to go over again


to recoil					to draw back, to react with dislike & horror


grasp					a firm hold or grip


sob					noise you make when crying


it occurs to sb.				sb. realizes sth.


jeopardy					dangerous situation


to be (up) in arms over sth.		to be angry & strongly protest about sth.


to appreciate				to like


fleeting					lasting only a short time


seductive				very attractive & tempting


to relieve sb. of sth.			to take sth. away from sb. 


sound (adj.)				good, well thought out





�  “The main thing, why such a system works [totalitarian state] is, because everybody thinks that the others think their leader is right, so s/he shows obedience, too. It is a kind of  imaginary peer pressure. For our future it is important to safeguard the right for free individual development and action, as long as this right related to another person is not offended ...”


�  “Within a high school you often find something like a social structure, the students use derogatory expressions for different kinds of groups. E.g. careerists are called ‘suck-ups’, ‘weirds’, ‘geek’ or ‘dorks’, drug addicts are ‘druggies’ alcohol addicts are ‘drunks’... At the beginning of the ninth grade the students generally start ‘talking’ and ‘dating’. Talking is the first stage of a relationship which means talking at school, on the phone and mayby going out once or twice (usually the boy ‘asks girls out’). If they feel more for each other than just being friends they will surely continue ‘dating’...


[The Wave is quoted now] -, “Hey amy, I’ve heard you and Brian were dating. Is that true?” - “No, not yet. We’re just talking.”








